
Long-term planning for Drama 
Assessment: In KS3 students are assessed against the universal criteria of Bronze- basic application of skill, Silver- secure application of skill and Gold- competent application of skill. 

 

YEAR 7 - DRAMA 
 Scheme of Learning 1 Scheme of Learning 2 Scheme of Learning 3 

 
Unit title: 

 
The Tell Tale Heart by Edgar Allen Poe 

 

 
Ernie’s Incredible Illucinations by Alan 

Ayckbourn 

World War One   

‘The Muddy Choir’ by Jesse Britton 

 
Unit length: 

 
4 Lessons 

 
12 lessons 

 
12 lessons 

 
 
Key concepts: 
 

 
• Understand the key narrative events of 

the short story.  

• Define the core creative skills of abstract 

theatre e.g. cannon, unison, slow motion, 

freeze frame etc. 

• How to develop the narrative beyond the 

original text. 

  
 
 

 

• The characters back-story and 
characteristics.  

• The flashback structure of the play through 
episodic scenes.  

• Definition of melodrama 

• Understanding on who the French 
resistance is and relevance to WW2. 

 

 

• British history in world war including the 
prevalence in Armistice Day and the 
symbolism of the poppy.  

• Definition of trench war fair and the impact 
this had on soldiers.  

• The conditions of war. 

 
 

Performance 
Style: 

Abstract theatre Naturalism 
Melodrama 

Naturalism  

Performance 
Skills:  

Physical Theatre 
Sound Collage 
Slow motion 
Freeze frame 

Characterisation 
Multi-role play 
Direct address 
Narration 

Physical Theatre 
Thought-tracking 
The 4P’s 
Proxemics 
Intonation  

 
 
End points 
covered: 
 

 
Confidently critique, analyse and discuss theatre in visual and oral forms.  
Fluency, creativity and confidence in the application of acting techniques demonstrating a secure understanding to their purpose and 
influence on their audience.  
 

Key 
vocabulary 

Centre of focus 
Repetition  
Transition 
Silence 
Tension 

Transition 
Fluency 
Exaggeration 
Sustainability 
Expression 

Empathy 
Subtext 
Interpretation  
Expression 
Exaggeration 



Suspense  

Ambitious 
curriculum 

Study of the short story The Tell-Tale 

Heart by Edgar Alan Poe.  

 

Symbolism of the beating heart. 

 

WW2 and relevance to the French 

resistance.  

 

Rules and etiquette in the sport of boxing.  

 

Social differences between working class 

and upper-class communities.  

 

To apply contrasting characterisation to suit 
a variety of genre and style.  

The reasons we went to war. 

 

Context of The Holocaust and how it is a 

part of WW2/WW1.  

 

Why and how the war stopped.   

 

Why young men signed up to war but lie 

about their age.  

 

Application of knowledge relevant to 

modern warfare.  

Mid-point 
assessment 
 
 
 
End of topic 
Assessment 

 

 

 

 

Devise an abstract/surreal nightmare the 

murderer had after he was arrested.  

Lesson 3 – 4  

Pre-assessment on vocal skills with 

narrating. Using your bodies to show slow 

motion movement and characterisation.  

 

Devise a ‘missing’ scene from the play by 

creating another illucination Ernie has using 

the style of the playwright.  

Lesson 4  

Performing the script using the skills, the 4-

Ps within their performance.  

 

Devise a piece of naturalistic role play to 

demonstrate understanding to character 

and key themes of the play ‘A Muddy Choir’ 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 8 - DRAMA 
 Scheme of Learning 1 Scheme of Learning 2 Scheme of Learning 3 

 
Unit title: 

 
Baseline Assessment Darkwood Manor 

 
Darkwood Manor 

 

Virtual Would 

 ‘Helmet’ by Douglas Maxwell 

 

 
Unit length: 

 
2 Lessons 

 
12 lessons 

 
12 lessons 



 
 
Key concepts: 
 

 
• Baseline carried out on the initial lesson 

in the Darkwood Manor SOL with year 8.   

• One off task, giving opportunity for 
students to respond to a stimulus 

• Devise a play that enables them to 
showcase the skills they have previously 
learned and applied in this performance. 

  

 

• Understand the style, genre and 
atmosphere of gothic theatre.   

• The back-story to the Brown family. 

• Definition of physical theatre and examples 
to how it can be applied. 

 

• The influence Media has upon the world 
we live in.   

• How to work ‘off-text’ showing reflection 
upon the issues explored in the script.   

• The back-story to Roddy and his family 
situation. 

 
Performance 
Style: 

Gothic theatre Gothic Theatre 
Naturalism 

Various: Naturalism; Comedy; Melodrama  

Performance 
Skills:  

Physical Theatre 
Sound Collage 
Slow motion 
Freeze frame 

Characterisation 
Multi-role play 
Direct address 
Narration 
Thought tracking  
Teacher in role 
Mime 

Thought tracking 
Comedy skills,  
Melodrama 
Vocal and physical skills,  
Improvisation,  
Slow motion, 
Narration 

 
 
End points 
covered: 
 

 
Confidently critique, analyse and discuss theatre in visual and oral forms.  
Fluency, creativity and confidence in the application of acting techniques demonstrating a secure understanding to their purpose and 
influence on their audience.  
 

Key 
vocabulary 

Facial Expressions 
Pitch, Pace, Power and Pause 
Body Language 
Exaggeration 
Narration 
Tension 
SFX 

Narration  
Progressive/rewind structure 
Physical Theatre 
SFX 
Body language  
Facial Expressions 

Ambitious 
curriculum 

 
Understanding into the 20th Century time period  

 

Social etiquette of this time period.  

 

Making connections to wider links through literature and media. 

 

 

Development of technology and its impact 

on a modern society.  

 

Interpretation and inference skills in 

deciphering the structure of the play and 

the subtext in the lines.  

 



Mid-point 
Assessment 
 
End of Topic 
Assessment  

Lesson 5 in Darkwood Manor. 
Performing a scene showing potential buyers the property. Using skills such as facial 
expressions, body language, projected vocals, characterisation and fluid transitions.  
 
Devise a news report/docudrama to recall your understanding of the narrative and 
character developments, applying devising techniques to show a change in time.  

Lesson 4  

Create two scenes using these skills 

included. Freeze Frame, thought Tracking 

and a dramatic ending with some physical 

drama skills shown 

 

Devise a three-part play that presents the 

emotional impact of Charlie’s death on key 

characters, while using flashback to recall 

key narrative events.  

 

 

YEAR 9 - DRAMA  
 Scheme of Learning 1 Scheme of Learning 2 Scheme of Learning 3 Scheme of Learning 4 

 
Unit title: 

 
Blood Brothers by Willy Russel 

 
Teechers by John Godbar 

 

Devising Drama 

 

 
Thematic Drama 

 
Unit length: 

 
8 Lessons 

 
8 lessons 

 
12 lessons 

 
12 Lessons 

 
 
Key 
concepts: 
 

 

• To know the impact of the 
1980s recession upon 
Liverpudlian working class 
families, due to the 
political rein of Margret 
Thatcher.   

• The culture of families in 
1970’s-1980’s.  

• The themes of the play- 
nurture vs nature, power, 
betrayal. 

• Working on-text.  

 

• To relate learning from the 
previous two play texts by 
applying Brecht’s theory of 
Epic Theatre into an original 
devised piece of work.  

• Working off-text 

• Episodic structure and its 
purpose. 

 

 

• To develop understanding 
in a broader range of skills 

• How these skills can be 
applied to create engaging 
theatre.  

• How to devise drama that 
engages a modern 
audience.  

 

• Applying character 
motivation to acting.   

• Contrasting 
characterisation to 
represent different life 
scenarios and situations 
that the SOL is based 
around.   

• Script reading/ performing 
skills.   

• Adapting characterisation 
to present differing ages.   

• Different staging types.  



  

Performance 
Style: 

 
Epic Theatre 

 
Epic Theatre 

Comedy  
 

 
Contemporary Theatre  

 
Naturalism 

Performance 
Skills:  

Direct address 

Multi-role play  

Cyclical structure  

Narration   

Staging types  

Audience/actors stage 
positions 

 

Multi-role play 

Off-text inference skills 

Characterisation 

Exaggeration and stereotypes 

Fluency 

Timing,  

 

Thought tracking 
Conscience Alley 
Split Scene 
Proxemics 
Flash back/flash forward 
Devil/angel 
Chair Duets 

Mime  
Narration  
Slow motion  
Hot seating   
Conscience alley   
Freeze frames   
Narration  
Multi-role play  
Mime, slow motion   
Thought-tracking  
Split Scene 

 
 
End points 
covered: 
 

 
Confidently critique, analyse and discuss theatre in visual and oral forms.  
Fluency, creativity and confidence in the application of acting techniques demonstrating a secure understanding to their purpose and 
influence on their audience.  
 

Key 
vocabulary 

Narration  
Direct address 
Multi-role play 
Epic theatre 

Multi-role play 
Exaggeration 
Melodrama 
Stereotype 

Spatial awareness 
Dramatisation 
Audience engagement 
Vocal delivery 
Physical communication 

Verbatim 
Direct address  
Tension 
Stereotype 
Proxemics 
 

Ambitious 
curriculum 

A popular set text for GCSE 
English and Drama students.  
The theory of nature vs 
nurture.  
 

Abstract staging techniques.  

 

The theory of current social 
situations and storylines that 
students can go through day to 
day being brought up.   
  
Abstract staging techniques.   
   

Experiment with multiple 
contemporary drama techniques 
with a mature creative approach.  

Abstract staging techniques.   
  
Exploring the emotion themes 
and issues surrounding Cot 
Death in Dennis Kelly ‘Taking 
Care of Baby’   
  



The impact of Margaret 

Thatcher’s rein as prime 

minster and impact on the 

Miner’s strike. 

How to portray multiple 
characters with limited people. 
Showing the vast number of 
characters correctly when all so 
different.   

The impact on society after the 
London and Manchester Riots 
and the political implications.    
 
Exploring the corruption 
surrounding the Hillsborough 
Disaster. 

Mid-point 
Assessment  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
End of Topic 
Assessment 
 

Lesson 4 
The 2 part scenes showing 
the crime and the prison visit. 
Focussing on how they can 
use effective characterisation 
to show the characters they 
are playing. 
 
 
Stage the finale scene 
recalling key narrative events 
and characterisation 
communicating the intention 
of the playwright.  

Lesson 3 
Perform the scene including the 
skill thought tracking and the four 
factors.  
 
 
 
 
Devise a scene at the school 
disco using multi-role play by 
adopting two characters from the 
play. Present an accurate and 
engaging performance of these 
characters.  

Lesson 7  
Perform using split scenes and 
with some improvisation used 
also.  
 
 
 
 
Devise two scenes where you 
reveal the context of Joyce’s 
death, selecting considered 
drama techniques to develop 
audience engagement.  

Lesson 3 
Devising a scene that shows a 
news report scene. Including 
characterisation and the use of 
multirole.  
 
 
Devising a piece of Verbatim 
theatre that responses to a 
recent political protest/riot, using 
select drama techniques to 
highlight the emotion 
surrounding the event.  

 

 


